Reports of the selectmen, treasurer, and superintending school committee of the town of Andover for the year ending March 1, 1877. by Andover Town Representatives
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YEAR ENDING MARCH 1, 1877.
FRANKLIN, N. H.
:
MEKUIMACR JOURNAL STEAM PRINTING OFFICE.
1 8 77.
V. u. c;H ^ 1^M A. iSr ,
Drugg^ist & Pharmacist,
BuuLEiGii Building, - - Fkanklin Falls. N. H,
Will continue to furnish the ptopie of Franklin Kallsaud of tile
t-urrouuding towns with
Pure Drugs & Medicines,
TOILE TARTlGLliIS, KNIVES,
SPONGER,, CIGARS,
POCKET BOOKS, &c.. &c,, &c,
At the most Reasonable I'riees.










YEAR ENDING MARCH 1. 1877.
FRANKLIN, N. H.
:
MERRIMACK JOURNAL STEAM PRINTING OFFICE.
18 77.
AsS"
Report of Weare D. Tuttlk, Treasurkr
From March 1, to April 20, 187G.
5
$7
Clark I)m-ii), iiitenvsf, $4 DO
23. J. W. Kenistoii, $5 49, abate-
ments; Slo Gl, overtax, 1876, 19 lo
J. W. Kenif^ton, uon-rcdident





April 2o Taicl C. W. Cole, bill paper, government
envelopes, etc. $1 67
May 2 John F. Emerson, cash paid out while
taking invoice, 4 7G
G. J. Swett, cash paid out same time, 4 7.'>
" board bill, making taxes, 18 OC
4 Two dinners and horse baiting. 55
6 Frank 1*. Gos^s, exuress, 50
IG C. E. Carr, in part services as sup't.
school •;oraraittee for 187G, 25 OO
Woodbury & Bachielder, printing 20i.»
blanks for S. S. Committee, 2 00
18 H. M. Busiel, car fare and expenses
prior to second town meeting, 9 7U
*' D. T. Elmer, printing town reports
for 187G, 55 Ou
" Expense sending same to New York. 35
June 5 H. M. Busiel in part for services as se-
lectman, 40 00
Aug. 5 • J. W. Iveniston, discount on taxes 1876, 122 11
12 F. L. Chamberlain, one da}^ as constable, 2 00
14 Ink and peuts, 18
22 C. E. Carr, printing school notices. 90
26 Selectmen of 1873, costs of suits brought
against them by Fifield & Pettengill
for assessing a legal school house
tax in district No. 4, 156 16
>>ept. 26 C. E. Carr, in part for services as
S. S. committee, 25 00
6
Sept. 29 E. G. Emery, justice fees in pauper case $.'iO
Oct. 7 B. W. Sanborn, goods furnished March
31 1876, .5 7i
10 G. J. Whites constable fees, 2 00
Nov. 8 Ira Barney, public watering place, 2 0^
23 "Writing paper and registered letter, 45
Dec. 2 J. D. Philbrick, services looking up
soldiers' claims, 10 00
6 F. L. Chamberlain, constable fees,
Nov. 7, 1 00
7 John S. Thompson, use of hall March
14. $25 ; April 10, $10 ; May 27
$10 ; Nov. 7 $10, 55 00
15 Stamped envelopes, 81
18 Pike & Blodgett for advise to Busiel
and drafting warrants and copies
March 24, $5 ; drafting second war-
i-ants and copies, March 25,:$3, 8 00
2T John W. Keniston, printed blanks, and
receipts, 9 40
1877.
Jan. 2 C. E. Carr, in full services as S. S.
committee, 25 00
G. J. Swett, car fare and expenses to
pay county tax Aug. 30 ; state tax
and get mterest on bonds, Jan. 2 5 80
17 G. E. Sheppard, services looking up
soldiers' claims, 1,0 00
31 J. D. Philbrick, justice fees on count}'
pauper bills, 50
Feb. 1 Check H.-ts ai d bh;iik warrants, ' 1 22
G. J. Sv\ctt, car fare to get county pauper
money, 2 40
7 G. II. Morrill, services as clerk from Feb.
17 '76 to Feb. 8 '77 inclusive, 51 83
19 J. A. Rovve, public watering place, 3 00
22 J. F. Emerson, car fare and horse hire, 9 07
G. J. Sweit, use of team, 27 00
}l. M. Biisicl, horse hire ai\d car fare,
'' in full services as
selectman,
J. W. Kouiston $5.49 abatemtints ;
$13.G1 overtax,
J. \V. Keniston for collecting $5916.80.
tax of 1876,
J. W. Keniston, nonresident highway'
tax in labor,
2;» ( r. J. Swett, treasurer fees,
" services as selectman,
J. F. Emerson, "
R. C. Carr, 3 1-4 days service looking
up soldier's claims,
R. C. Carr, abatements for 1872-3
24 G. J. Swett, for board at time of settle-
ment,
John Graves, abatement tax of 1875,
" collector's fees,
C. Durgin, "
" abatements, tases for 1874, 53 92
'' public watering place, 3 00
$9
8
July 2'J Charles M. Wiggins, breaking roads, $7 2(^i
Aug. 5 C. J. White, breaking roads prior to
March 1, 8 6;')
15 J. F. Keniston, guide boards, 3 0(»
23 David Oilman, over-tax, (school-house) 3 57
S'ept. 26 Pike & Blodgett, balance due on Dr. Dur-
kee's bill for attendance on Frank Well's
family in 1875, 5.80; office fees 1.00 6 80
Oct. 7 B. W. Sanborn, goods furnished Mar. 3875, 6 06
19 G. W. Cilley, putting in culvert to his land
occasioned by raising road to D. M.
Davis's, I 00
Nov. 2 O. R. Connor, 64 hours breaking roads iu
February 1876, 9 60
1877.
Jan. 80 C. E. Currier, damage to ox Feb. 26 1876, 5 00
Feb. 6 Ziba Severance, breaking roads Feb. 1876, 8 10
Ziba Severance, breaking roads from Feb.
18 to April 30 1875, 20 9'J
20 E. B. Dodge, work on Mompy Hill road,
stringers and railing, 16 00




April 24 Paid H. Elkins for keeping Hannah Kimball,
May 2 J. H. Tucker, keepiag Mrs. Sargent,
H. A. Weynaouth, medical aid, Mrs.
Ober,
18 D. Gilchrist, goods for Frank Wells,
22 G. J. Sweatt, aid transient pi.uper,
30 Proctor Mdls, goods, Mrs. Sargent,
J. L. Keniston, digging grave, Mrs.
Sargent, 2 0»>
Aug. 28 J. L. Keniston, carrying; Dearborn
Glines and family to county farm, and
aid rendered same, 9 00
Oct. 4 G. Greeley, keeping Miriam Stevens, 21
weeks to date, 21 00
20
9
27 11. R. Emery, 2 3-4: cords wood, Aaron
Wliite, $11 00
Setb Goodhue, coflin and box, Mrs. G.
Gould, 17 00
^ov. 8 H. M. liiisiel, aid to transients, 10 00
13 W. Gordon, 14 meals and bdgiugs lor
transients, 4 2()
18 L. M. Knight, 26 risits and use of splints
for Frank While, 60 00
Dec. 18 Mar}' E. Kenistoa, keeping Mrs. Bartlctt, 7 50
20 Harrison Matthews, aid to transients, 5 25
27 H. Elkins, in full to Feb. 1, Mrs. Kimball, 32 00
1877.
-Jan. 9 Amasa Clark, moving goods, Mrs. Bartlett, 1 50
17 C. W. Cole, goods for Frank White, 28 02
19 Proctor Mills, goods for Mrs. Haynes, 3 00
J. C. Morrison, aid to 6 transients, 6 00
52 G. Greeley, for Miriam Stevens to Feb. 1, 17 00
H. Colby, wood for Aaron White, 10 00
C. G. Pevare, goods " 13 23
56 H. A. We^'mouth, medical aid, Mrs.
Sargent, 2 25
H. A. Weymouth, medical aid, Dearborn
Gliues,
Mary Keniston, keeping Mrs. Bartlett,
John S. Thompson aid to transients,
27 Joseph A. Rowe, aid to transients, with
frozen feet and hands, 4 days,
30 C, E. Currier, aid to 3 transients,
31 K. Matthews " 5
John F. Emerson aid to transients,
John R. Connor " "
H. M. Busiei, " "
Feb. 19 G. J. Sweatt, keeping transient pauper.
20 J. F. Emerson, aid to "
22 Clark Durgin « " -'








Paid W, J. Cilley, District No.
W. L. Perkins, " "
A. L. Cilley,
Joseph Baker " '•
C. H. Merrill,
H.P.Preseott '' '*
H. W.Kilburn " "
C. G. Pevare,
Frank G. Hersey, '^ "
WillardA. Emery, " "
Henry Colby, " "







Moses T. Brown, breaking and re-
pairing roatls,
G. Greeley, breaking; roads,
June 7 John Busiel, "
9 J. L. Keniston 28 days repairing
Monapy Hill road,
12 Wna. H. Cilley, breaking roads,
Aug. o II. P. Sullivan, repairing Beach Hill
roads,
4 George Hobbs, breaking roads,
5 C. J. White, lumber aud cutting ice,
Wna. Dyer, plank,
11 John Bachelder, breaking roads,
14 D. S. Prince, 1920 ft. of plank and joist,
15 Proctor Mills, lumber and plank,
26 , E. C. Merrill, 134 hoars on road and
bi'eaking same,
28 Levi Benson, digging stone and break-
ing roads,
29 D. Downs, breaking roads, repairing
roads and culvert, 25 00
Sept. 16 John T. Fifield, on wash-out near H.
W. Kilburn's,
22 Prince Brothers 2613 ft. plank
John lluntoon, 269 "
Oct. 10 Benjamin E. Swett, labor and stringers,
Oliver Rayno, damage to carriage,
12 H. W. Kilburn, labor on wash-out,
Josiah W. Emery, "
17 John Busiel, repairing bridge, Beach
Hill,
JNov. 1 G. H. Clark, 4 days cutting bushes,
2 O. R. Connor, 65 hours breaking roads,
6 Eliphalet Shaw, 21 1-2 hours repairing
range road, 2 50
7 J. H. Emerson, labor on road near his
house, 8 25
17 J. H. Durgiu, damage to carnage and
harness by breaking through bridge, 3 50
S22
13
Northern K. R., Aeight on sewer fixtures, $7 99
21 G. Cilley, 11-2 days on sewer, 1 50
22 Frank Tucker, breaking roads, 7 05
2i Gust Walker, sewer pipe and gas fix-
tures, 5j^ 45
Geo. JT. Ilalej, putting in stone ctil-
'^^>'''S 08 70
27 O. R. Connor, covering stone and drain-
ing same for Middlebrook bridge, 23 00
^^<^c. 2 Jonathan Cilley, putting in stone cul-
vert-near Alva Busiel place, 29 00
Jonathan Cilley, 5 days on Middlebrook
Bridge, . g 75
6 C. S. Morey, putting in 133 rods stone
work and railing on Black Water
river at 7a cts. per rod, lOO 00
Hiram Fifield, 17 1-4 days on sewer, 18 50
I. K. Blaisdell, non-resident tax, 1 45
A. J. Thurston, " g qq
15 G. Mitchell, cutting bushes, 2 70
27 W. D. Tuttle. in part for labor on road, 50 00
28 Whiitaker & Iluntoon, 3244 ft. plank for
Keni^ton & Currier bridges, 35 G8
1877
^^n- •"> Kbenezer Currier, breaking roads, 15 75
1< Wm. S. Marston, 5 days on road near II.
M. Bu^iel's, 7 QQ
Peter Sanborn, 3 1-2 days breaking roads
in 1875-G, 5 25
i;» Pi-octor Mills, p!ank8G, spikes 10 c(s, 6 10
J. E. Babbitt. 1778 ft. plank $14.22, 2
stringers 50 cts, 15 lbs. spikes
75 cts, 15 47
D. jM. Davis, breaking roads s[)ring
of '76, $2.. work on sewer, $1. 3 00
C. S. Morey, breaking roads, drawing
planks forKeniston bridge, plank-




H. W. Kilburn, breaking roads to date, S26 40
22 C. G. Pevare, spikes, nails and clialk line, 1 65
John S. Thompson, drawing plank, 1 50
" snowing bridge
winter of 1875-0, 5 00
28 H. P. Sullivan, breaking roads to date
at 15 cts. per hour, 28 75
Joseph Rowe, breaking roads to date, 8 55
30 C. E. Cnrrier, " 90
31 W. D. Tuttle in full, labor on road, 36 00
Feb. 2 H. M. Busiel, 15 days on road, 30 00
3 Jonathan Cille3% 218 1-2 hours breaking
roads, 32 77
6 Ziba Sevrance, breaking roads March
and April 1876, 9 75
8 M. C. Sanborn, breaking roads, 11 63
9 Quiraby & Keniston, spikes and nails, 1 99
12 H. P. Prescott, 30 hours breaking roads, 4 50
13 John T. Fifield, breaking roads, 8 63
14 O. R. Connor, " 11 77
16 E. <T. Graves, " 2 10
17 Levi- Benson. " 37 65
II. A. Weymouth, Dec. 10 damage to
carriage near C Campbell's 3. ;
Dec. 18 damage to horse in snow
near E. G. Giaves house, 10., 13 00
19 C. J. White, breaking roads in his Dist. 46 93
" 46 da\'s on middle brook
stone culverts, QG 90
J. H. JNIorrison, labor on road and
culverts, and breaking roads in
his dist. 47 90
20 J. D. Philbrick, work on roads and
breaking roads, 51 88
A. B. Durgin, breaking roads, 1 80
G. H. Clark, 30 ft. plank and laying-
same, 50
21 Sanborn Shaw, breaking roads in
C.J. White's di.st. 2 00
24:
m
William P. Clougb, 50 loads stone
to fill wash-out near H. W. Kil-
burn's,
D. Downs, breaking roads,
" lumber and plauk for cul-
vert 1.20, GOO ft. plank 6.
G. W. Keniston, breaking roads,
Wra. H. ^Yeare, ">
John Busiel, breaking roads, 10.06,
fitting curb stene lor Seavey
bridge, 4.
J. W. Trumbull, breaking roads,
Wm. Annis "
John Graves, breaking roads,
H. M. Busiel for J. B. Wadleigh
work on raihng,











The citizens of this town have my thanks for the interest
they have taken in the schools. It has aiiled me and been to the
advantaoe of the children.
PUUDENTIAL COMMITTEES.
Much credit is due the Prudential Committees for furnish-
ing so able a corps of teachers. For once, at least, most of them
have profited by tlie advice of my predecessors, and employed
men and women instead of things.
No person in town does so much gratuitous work and re-
ceives so many gratuitous curses as the Prudential Committee.
This is wrong. No man has a prescriptive right to find fault
with him, though the opposite seems to be the prevailing opinion
and practice.
Choose your best man for this place ; let him understand
that whatever he may do for the welfare of the school will receive
your approbation ; make liim feel that j'ou will support him if he
«leems it necessary to travel outside the beaten path ; and do not
tread on his toes if he happens to blunder.
KXAMIXATION OF TEACHERS.
In all cases where I was not thoroughly acquainted with the
qualifications of the teachers, I examined them with care and
pat them on record ; and while I sought to ascertain how much
they knew of the subjects they were to teach, I took more pains
to find out if they were capable of teaching them. The latter is
a very important and diftlcult thing to do.
Two or three teachers passed good examinations, but the
final examination of their schools showed that either they did not
know how to teach or else they hud not tried.
TEACH KRS AND SCHOOLS.
I am confident that we have had a better class of teachers
and better schools this year than for some years past. That the
teachers are better is apparent from what the}' have accomplished,
and is easily understood when we consider that, as a class, they are
older than we have usually emi)loyed ; have had more experience,
and in general are better qualified, and have worked very hard and
very honestly.
That the schools are better I have many reasons for believ-
ing, and will suggest a lew :
1. The report from nearly' every district in town is, "as
good." or, "the best school we have had for years."
2. We have had no expulsions, ouibreaks or quar-
rels, not more than one or two complaints, and not a ripple of
trouble through the year.
3. The teachers, scholars, and in most districts, the parents
have taken a livelier interest in the schools than before.
4. The deportment of the scholars, in school and out, has,
in genera!, been such as to attract notice and win corameudatiou.
5. This year one hundred and fourteen have neither been ah'
sent nvr tardy ; and had it not been for the whooping cough,
chicken pox, etc., in four of our largest schools, the number
would have been at least thirty more. The list is three times as
long as that of any previous year; and, it seems to me, shows very
plainly what can be accomplished when all take hold "h©nor
bright" and try to do their duty.
6. "The proof of the pudding is in the eating." Just
please call up the scholars and examine them.
I congratulate the town on the success of its schools, com-
mend the teachers, and tUaulv them most hec-itil}' in the uame of
our boys and girls, for whom they have so faithfully labored.
SCHOOL-HOUSKS.
However unpleasant it may be for me to call 3'our attention
to this subject, I should fail in m^- duty if I passed it untouched.
Some of our .school-houses are all right : the rest are wrong.
Some have good play-jjrounds connected with them ; some have
none. In one district the children have to play in the highway
or on the stone walls ; in another the play-ground is a boulder;
and in a third a bed of rocks. In one district the school-house
and patch of land connected therewith is separated from the road
b}' a deep ditch, and reminds one of the feudal times, when the
lords surrounded their castles with ditches and moats, reached
them by drawbridges, which were guarded by warders and vas-
sals. The picture here varies somewhat. We get the impression
that the castle has long since disappeared, that (or some unac-
countable reason the meanest shed of the poorest vassal was se-
lected—care being taken to preserve the dust, cobwebs, and dry
rot—and moved on to the place the castle occupif.d, where it
was preserved and pickled down like an Egyptian mummy ; but
that after a lapse of centuries this same stale old hut was re-op-
ened, chris(en«d a school-house, and has since been used as an in-
strument of torture for little children.
Some houses have good seats ; some poor ones : and in some
they are so aged, inrirm and rickety that the children have to sit
on faith, lean their tired little backs against nothing, and bold up
their seats. Such veneration is commendable, but not conducive
to progress.
Some have good, some poor, and some are windows all over
;
that is, turn ill -Any direction aud you can see out doors.
But I cannot -^top to enumerate ail the defects—the list is
too long, the time too siiori. It is not my purpo.*e or design to
find fault with, or rate anybody or any district ; but simply to re-
mind you of some verj' sober facts whicli are patent to every-
body. The only question for yeu to decide is, can you afford to
bave such hou.ses? On the one hand it will cost $400 or $500 for
a good, warm, respectable little house ; oa the other it will inev-
itably result in the inconvenience, torture, sickness, or perhaps
death of your little children.
You may say you are willing to do something if 3'our neigh-
bors will, and. they say the same, but nothing is done. Do not
wait—start out at once yourselves. You cannot improve your
schools or school-houses by remaining idle.
When you have poor schools and poorer houses the tendency
is to shirk the responsibility upon your neighbors or that indeti-
nite person the district, and thus let the children suffer. This
will not do. You must take hold of the matter yourselves. If
3'ou neglect your duty and let things drift, sooner or later you
will have to pay the penalty. You know this is so in business
matters
; you vvill find it true in your schools. It is a rule that
cannot be violated with impunity. These things must be called
by their right names, and the responsibility taken home where it
belongs. Lowell says in his "Biglow Papers :"
"Ef you take your sword an' draw it,
And go stick a feller thru
;
Gov'meut ain't to answer for it,
God'll send the bill to you."
So here, if you fail in your duty to these children neither
neighbors nor district can answer, but by and b}', in some form
or another, and perhaps when you least expect it, "God'll send
the bill to you."
Think of it, 3'ou who have children, and you who love them.
TEXT-BOOKS AND APPAKATUS.
I have made no change in text-books. Monroe's Readers,Will-
son's Spellers, Eafon's Arithmetics, Cornell's Geographies, Kerl's
smaller Grammars, and Greene's or Weld & Quackenbos's larger
ones are in use in most of the schools. Add to this Colburn's
Arithmetic, and put all" your scholars who are large enough into
it, as was good old Professor Sanborn's and Master Tyler's cus-
tom, and the list will do for the present. Weed out the others.
We .should be slow to change our text-books and careful in our se-
lections.
I find that the scholars who use copy-books make double the
progress in penmanship that tiiose do who rely on their teach-
ers lor copies. This is woilh your notice.
s
Only one school in town has a complete set of maps. Move-
ments are on foot to supply some of the other schools. This
should be done in every instance. I\Iy ohservation is that the
classes in geography can do a third better with than without
them. From $5 to $10 will buy a good set, and they aie worth
that for a single term's use. The question is not whether you can
iifford them, but whether you can afford to be witliout them.
Blackboards, and the use of thcra, are essential to healthful
progress in mathematics. Most of our school hoij>es have fair
ones, but in two or three instances they are noticeably lacking.
Supply this discrepancy. They only cost a trifle, and the in-
vestment will pay.
I have noticed a tendency in a few s'chools to put the little
ones into books they could not understand and would not study.
This is wrong. Do not do it. Keep the children where they be-
long. Teach them to make haste slowly. God takes at least
twentj'-five years for th^ir phx^sical development ; do not think
you can mature their minds or gorge them with knowledge in one
or four. Their minds do not grow like mushrooms. They can
not absorb knowledge as though they were sponges. In our am-
bitious haste to get our bo3-s and girls '"ahead" we are apt to for-
get this, and do not think that the cramming process is ruinous to
their progress,
SCHOOL MONEY.
The whole amount of money expended for school purposes
during the past year is S 1413.24. I trust the town will vote to
raise a few hundred dollars in addition to what the law requires,
for the purpose of lengthening our schools. There are few towns
in the county that hare less s^ihooling than we have, aud no town
that is better able to raise money for that purpose than this one.
BOARD OF KDUCATIOX,
I suggest for your consideration the following plan for the
future management of our schools, which has been long in use,
and has met with good succes.s in other places :
Unite the offices of Superintendent and Prudential Commit-
tee in a Board of Education, consisting of one or three persons.
Let the Board supervise the schools, hire the teachers, buy the
text-books and supply them at cost, classify the schools, and pre-
6
scribe the ground for each class to pass over. Thi^ would do
away with the thankless and useless office of Prudential Commit-
tee, insure a better class of teachers, systematize the schools, be
a saving in the cost of text-books, reduce the number of classes in
our schools at least one-fourth, which would have nearly the same
effect as lengthening the schools one-fourth, and in every way work
better results than we now have.
It would take one man five months in each year to do the
business as it ought to be done, and would probably cost two hun-
dred and fifty dollars. Alter such a s\-stem was fairly inaugurated
it would benefit the town twice this amount every school year.
It is open to the objection that it might be given to some par-
ty manager for party services, and would not therefore always fall
into proper hands ; but I think in this town we should be free from
such an evil, and the best man or men, irrespective of party,
would be selected to fill the place.
I hope you will consider the matter, and next year adopt this
plan with such modifications as may seem best to you, or a bet-
ter one.
Special Eeport
Previous to the opening of the fall schools the following no-
tice was sent to every teacher and Prudential Committee in town :
OUR SCHOOLS.
To all interested in their welfare :
A cop3' of Webster's Unabridgkd Dictionary will be pre-
sented by the Superintendent t© that school which, in his judg-
ment, shall make the most progress during the coming term.
Tlie Dictionary is to be kept for the future use of the school
which receives it. The Committee will announce his decision in
the r.uhual report. The book will be forwarded as soon as the
reports are published. He will consider
:
1. Progress in the different branches—not the extent of
ground passed over, but how well it is understood. In this con-
nection the length of the school will be considered.
2. Punctuality in attendance.
3. Deportment.
4. MetlioJ of governing the school and manner of conduct-
ing the recitations.
5. Register.
*Five dollars will be presentud to the teacher of the success-
ful school.
j-As last term, a silver quarter will be given to that scholar
in each schoul, whose deportment, attendance and progress, in the
judgment of the teacher, shall be the best.
To prevent any mis-apprehension, permit me to sa}' that I do
do this at my own, and not at the expense of the town.
CLARENCE E. CARR, S. C.of Andove:.
Your Committee gave a long and carfful examination to ev-
ery school—and every class in it —in town, and has judged as
fairly and dispassionately as he could as to where the prizes be-
longed, and has awarded them accordingly. The school and
teacher who wear the laurels have won them.
Thk Dictionary is awarded to the PRIMARY DE-
PARTMENT, SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 4.
The Silver Plate is awarded to Miss LIZZIE C. BACH-
ELDER, Teacher of the same.
It will give me great pleasure to show to all who may desire
to see them, the minutes I made on each school, as I visited it, my
examination papers, and the special record 1 have kept of every
school and each class in town, so that they may judge for them-
selves whether I have been just in my awards or otherwise.
No. 4. MoosEUM. !
primary department, fall term.
Teacher, Miss Lizzie C. Baciielder.
The report of this school very properly heads ray list, because
it was the best in town. And it was the best not because it hap-
pened to excel in some particular thin<r, but because it was so
very good in all thingfe. A word in relation to the different class-
es will probably be expected.
*X Silver Medal has been substituted for the Five Dollars.
*A Silver Medal takes the place of the Quarter
8
The readiug classes were ven^ particular to give the page
chapter, subject and paragraph. They observed the pauses ; kept
their voices in harmony with the spirit of the piece the}' were
reading ; there was no sing-song; if a word was mispronounced
or a punctuation mark disregarded, the little hands all about the
reader would go up like rockets, and the error was corrected al-
most as soon as made ; they read in a clear, forcible manner, so
that a listener could understand just what they meant—in a word,
read as little boys and girls ought to, and not like machines.
In primary' arithmetic the class answered ninety-eight ques-
tions and missed only four. The}' analyzed every question care-
fully, and gave the reason for each step as they passed along.
The children did not go over a vast amount of ground in this sub-
ject, but they were very thorough. The teacher was particular
to have them IvQow one thing before they attempted the next.
This method may not enable her to show the greatest amount of
progress in a single term, but I think it the best one, because, in
the end, it works the best results. We must lay the foundation ot
our mathematical house on the "bed-rock" of these elementary
principles, or it will not stand. And this is why the teacher
does right to make haste slowly in this branch.
As to the geography classes— well, they speak best for them-
selves. Th-: class in primary geography, answered over one hwi'
dred and twenty-jive questions, besides what I had on ray examin-
ation paper—the hardest ones I could find on the ground they had
passedjover—and did not miss one. In "First Steps" two little boys
who never studied geography before, were under fire nearly three-
quarters of an hour. Of general questions and questions on the
maps of the two hemispheres, North and South America, and
Europe, they were asked over one hundred and fifty, and neither
missed a question nor hesitated in an answer. Not a leading
question was asked.
And so in general was it with the other classes. They knew
the ground they had passed over.
This was Miss Bachelder's fifth term in this town, and her
third in this school. She is a lad}' of solid acquirements, with
no shoddy about her, and evidently believes in the genius of hard
work. Tjnlike a great many teachers who, only desiring to get
9
through so much titne and get their pay—for the time, not the la-
bor—clip both ends of the day, and just as soon as six limes six-
ty minutes have dragged their sl©vv length along, hustle the chil-
dren from the school room, and let all tliought and cire for it drop
from them like needles from the pine, our succkssful teaciiek
had first and foremost in her mind the welfare and progress of the
school, and spared neither time, nor pains, nor labor to make it
9, success. Not only in school was she as busy as the fatal sis-
ters, but out of it, she was constantly devising some means to
awaken a livelier interest on the part of the scholars and relieve
the monotony of their school life. A new story brought them
promptly to their seats if they were able to come at all ; some
little exercise relieved them when they" were tired, and sent them
back to their letters and tables fresh and eager. What they could
not understand was explained to them ; if tbey stumbled they
were kindly helped up again ; what seemed haid to them was
made easy. In a word, the right thing in the right place made
the school a new book to the children, in which they saw pretty
pictures and learned many useful things every day of their lives.
The order was perfect ; the system the best I ever saw; and
In the government of the school and conduct of the recitations
ihere was nothing that I could criticise.
The irregularity in the attendance, which of course worked
to the disadvantage ot the school, and which, in every instance
I think, was occasioned by sickness, was charged lull}'^ to its ac-
-count in making the award.
The register was ver}' neat, perfectly accurate and a model.
If .'iny of the little things I have noticed, or any of the
exercises introduced in this school, seem to you trifles, I desire
you to bear in mind that none of them were frivolous, and that
"trifles make perfection, though perfection is no trifle." The
progress made by this school—its complete success— is a better
recommendation for the teacher than any I can give.
No. 1. Kearsarge,
SUMMER TERM.
Teacher, Mrs. Clara E. Atwood.
This teacher is a very pleasant and well-informed lady, and
acquainted with her duty. The record she has already made in
lO
this town as I'pportedby Mr Sliirley and Mr. French cannot be
improved by anything I might say.
At my first visit I found every thing in good order and the
scliool-room as neat as a farmer's kitclien ; and the final examina-
tion showed commendable progress. The interest manifested on
the part of the scholars was alone snfficient to commend the
school to my fi.vorable consiiieration.
I fonnd in this school a very good class in mental arithmetic.
Let me say here that there are too few classes of this kind
in town. Every school, in ni}'^ judgment, ought to have at least
one class in mental arithmetic, and as I have before suggested^
all the scholars ought to be in it. People do not know what they
lost when they discarded Colburn's Arithmetic.
In geography much more might have been accomplished had
there been any maps.
Register, very neat but incomplete.
No. 2. Cir^LKYVlLLE.
SUMMER TERM.
Teacher, Mrs. Jennie P. T. White.
This was the best of my summer schools, and there can be no
doubt about it. I found it such on my first visit, and the same
when I last called. The deportment, recitations and general con-
duct of the scholars were all admirable. They are the oldest
and most advanced of ony we have in town, and seemed to un-
derstand that they were in school for a purpose. Such faithful-
ness in study, such earnest attention and honest endeavor to ac-
complish all that could be done, is rarely manifested in a district
school.
Mrs. White has had an actual experience of more than eleven
years in some of the best schools in New England, and thor-
oughly understands her profession. Well educated, firm, gentle
and persevering, she possesses every attribute of a successful
•teacher. She is a favorite with the little ones, of whom she
takes the best of care. They love her ; the parents ought to.
The people of this district may well be thankful for their
good fortune in securing the services of such a teacher, and show
their good sense by retaining and sustaining her.
11
Owing to sickness Mrs. White was obliged to close her
school before the reviews were completed.
The teacher says : "It seems to me that special commenda-
tion, is due to the scholars of this school for their punctual attend-
ance. They are a class of good workers," etc. All of which I
most heartily endorse.




This school is hardly large enough for two departments in
the summer, but there are more scholars than one teacher ought
to attend to in the fall. No one with thirty-five scholars and
more than that number of classes, can do justice to herself and
them. Both teacher and scholars did their best and did nobly.
I cannot speak too highly in their praise.
The term was a long one—fourteen weeks—and I thought
the children appeared somewhat tired ; but all the enthusiasm
and earnestness of last term were manifested this, and the same
good results shown.
The classes in the comraoa school and primary arithmetic,
the lower primary and intermediate geography, and the smaller
grammar, passed the best examination. Only one school in
town made more progress than this.
Teacher says : "Our attendance has not been so good this
term as in the summer, owing to sickness."
Register correct, only the names of visitors were omitted.
No. 3. West Andover.
SUMMER TERM.
Teacher, Miss Ida J. Downes.
The teacher was young, her advantages have been quite lim-
ited, and this was her first experience.
I found the school orderly each time I called, the teacher in-
dustrious, and the scholars apparently attending to their business.
As was to be expected, her system was somewhat defective.
The final examination siiowed that fair progress had been made
in some branches, though in none was it so commendable as 1
could have wished. The arithmetic classes did very well ; the
reading and geography classes not so well.
yf*
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I clo not attribute this all to the teacher, lut think part of it
<lue to the school-house.
Register, incorrect.
FALL TEIJM.
Teacher, Miss Nancy A. Keneston.
A good, wide-awake teacher, who does her best every time.
I found the scholars quiet, orderl}', industrious, ah^ some of the
recitations made by them were really commendable. Most of
the citizens take an interest in the school ; a few, however, inter-
est themselves in the opposite direction, and this has a material
eflfect upon its progress.
Build a new school-house as soon as the spring fairly open.?,
and give this teacher and the children a chance to show what the}'
can do. Any one who has courage enough to teach in the old
house is worthy of your kindest consideration and deserves the,
opportunity I have mentioned.
Register, incoirect.
No. 4. MoosEUJi.
HIGHER DEPARTMENT. SUMMER TERM.
Teacher, Miss Lura M. (jIlfillax.
This was the teacher's first term iu New Hampshire. She
has taught half a dozen terms in Vermont ; was graduated at St.
Johnsbury ; is a very fine scholar, and, what is better, has a Lap-
v)y faculty of imparting her knowledge to others.
Eminently qualilied for a better position in a higher school,
she brought all her energies to bear upon this. She did much
bard and patient work, and the final examination ot her school
showed very plainly that her efforts had licen rewarded.
She excels in mathematics, raid her scholars gave .^ome of
the clearest demonstrations in arithmetic that I ever saw. All
h^r classes in this branch deserve special commendation.
"Every time I visited the school I could see that the children
were forging steadily ahead and were getting over just the ground
that they could thoroughly understand.
Owing to sickness the attendance was very irregular, which,
of course, embarrassed the teacher and rendered her eflbrts less





The whooping cough kept fifteen of the twenty-six scholars in
this school, absent from it from two to seven weeks each. This,
ot course, was enough to ruin the progress of any school. My
greatest surprise at the final examination was that the school, un-
der such adverse circumstances, could accomplish so ranch.
I noticed the same marked progress in mathematics and the
same readiness in geography ; yet, of course, I could not fail to
observe tliat the children were "at sea" on a great many points
that bad been passed over in their absence.
This sickness was unfortunate for the school and teaebei*
alike ; and I hope the district will give both an opportunity to
show what they cau do under more auspicious circumstances.
I regard Miss Giliillan as one of our very best teachers. The
most advanced class in common school arithmetic, and (he classes
in intellectual arithmetic and primary and intermediate geography
passed the best examination.
Register, neat, accurate, and a model.
PRIMARY DEPARTMENT. SUMMER TERM.
Teacher, M. Lucina Robie.
This teacher is a j^ood scholar and, I am told, taught a very
good school iu'One of the Other districts last year, but this term
came very near being a total failure. The real cause ofherditli-
cult}', I think, was lack of j:overnmeut. With good order I am
sure the school would have been a success. As it was, very little
was accomplished. Commendable progress, however, was made
by some of the children.
I will warrant this teacher a successful school every time




Teacher, Mlss Lizzie C Bachelder.
See report at the head of the list.
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No. 5. Beech Hill.
SUMMER TERM.
Teacher, Salina S. Huntoon.
On my first visit to tliis scliool, teacher and scliolars were
quite busy. The order, however, was not exactly what I could
have wished, and there vviis a tendency on the part ot several to
whisper. A few had books too far advanced for them.
The final examination showed considerable progress, and




Evidently the teacher meant to do something creditable, and
succeeded. Both she and the scholars seemed to take a livelier
interest in the scliool this term than last. There was not so much
whispering and tvvisting about, the recitations were better, the or-
der was better—the school was twenty-five per cent better than
last terra.
Miss Huntoon only wants a few more terms m the academy,
a little more experience, and waking up a trifle to make a very
successful teachtM".
Register, very neat, verv clean and, with a single exception,
accurate
Ko, 7. Taunton Hill.
SUMMKR TERM.
Teacher, Miss Clara Glknoua Elkins.
The teacher's first experience. She is a young lady of rare
talents, a fine scholar, faithful, earnest, honest, and has only one
•noticeable fault to ( orrect.
The school was very small, numbering only twelve scholars.
At each visit I found tlie order perfect, and most of the children
•quit* industrious ; but both in study and recitations [ noticed that
lack of enthusiasm which is always to be found in a healthful
school. Very good progress was made in national arithmetic,
grammar and the higher geography.
If Miss Elkins will rectify the single error mentioned I am
sure she will make one of our best teachers.
16
This was the onlj school where I saw any map-drawing.
Here a few were drawn wiih neiituess, accuracy and dispatch.
There were no charts wliich the scholars could liave for models.
The teacher gave them proportionate lines, she told me, and they
did the rest. Even two little giils who only watched their elders,
put on the board two maps which were more than pai=sable.
Children are apt to forget geography, and as map-drawing is one
of the best things to aid them in retaining it, it ought to be
practiced. What I saw here showed me to what extent this
really important hranch might be successfully carried, if proper
attention is given to it.
Register, not quite correct.
FALL TERM.
Teacher, Mlss Annie F. Osgood.
Miss Osgood is a lady of much experience, who has taught
several terms in this town, and whose qualifications as a scholar
and teacher have beew so frequentlj^ reported that extended com-
ments are unnecessary.
I can speak in the highest terms of the qualifications of Miss
Osgood as a teacher, and her method ot conducting this sehool.
The school commenced in October and ended the very last of
December. Many of tin.' chiMren are small and live some dis-
tance from the school house. Owing to this fact, the had travel-
ing and the terrihie inclemenc}' of the weather, the attendance
was very irregular, nearly half of the scholars, on an average, be-
ing absent during the last seven weeks of the term. Such a
thing, of course, is fatal to any school, no matter how capable the
teacher may be.
At the final examination all the scholars who were present
showed commendable progress, and the recitatious by some of
the classes were really excellent. I found here the best class in
town in analysis and parsing.
Register, incorrect.
IS'o. 8. Boston Hill.
SUMMEU TERM.
Teacher, Miss Bessie E. Sawyer.
The teacher's first term. Miss Sawyer is a young lady of
ability and a very fine scholar, but labored under the t\YO-fold dis-
16
advantage this term, of being a novice in the business, and having a
somewhat unruly school to deal with. Besides, a term of fire
weeks is hardly long enough to fairly test a teacher's ability.
There was not a girl in the school and when Miss Sawyer
entered upon the discharge of her duties, she foand herself sur-
rounded b}"^ sixteen live yankee bo3's, '"whose will was the wind's
will, and whose thoughts were long, long thoughts." What a mod-
est little body like her was to do was a perplexing question, and I
do not wonder that she wished herself out of it. She took right
hold, however, made the best of her situation and did all she could.
The order and government of the school were not what I
could wish. The recitations passed off quietly and some of them
creditably.
Wake up, Bessie, shake off a little of your timidity and in-
fuse a little life into your pupils, and there is no reason why, with
experience, you may not stand among our teachers, where 3'ou do
in your academy—among the first.
Register, not quite correct.
FALL TERM.
Teacher, Mr. Charles W. Stoxe.
I regard this school as a complete success and think it reflect-
ed much credit on the teacher. To take a school of twent\' three
boys whose asjes range from five to nineteen years, which has
been improperly governed, and bring it through all right without
any trouble whatever, and show commendable progress, is a ve?T
difficult task to accomplish. Mr. Stone did this, and ior an in-
experienced teacher, I regard it a very creditable thing.
The classes in common school and primary arithmetic pass-
ed the best examination.
Register, neatly and accuratel}' filled out.
No. 10. East Axdover.
IIIGIIER DKrARTMEXT. SUMMER TERM.
Teacher, Miss Annie.A. Shaw.
A keen and lively interest was manifested on the part of the
scholars. They commenced well, continued well, ended well.-
The order was, perfect, the attention commendable, the i)rogres*
excellent.
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The teacher was brimful of lite and eotbusiasm. She is a
graduate of New Hampton, has had large experience and under-
stands her business. Faithful, energetic and determined, she la-
bored most earnestly for the interest of her pupils. The success
•f her school is a sufficient recommendation.
Tl'cre were one or two slight mistakes in the register, which
was otherwise neatly and correctly filled out
.
PRIMARY DErAKTMENT. SUMMER TERM.
Teacher, Miss Lizzie C. Bachelder.
(For further report of this teacher, see "Primary Depart-
ment, No. 4, Fall Term."]
At ererj visit I made, I could see the children "grow" in
their studies. Their progress in reading, spelling and arithmetic
was astonishing. Everything was quiet, ordcrl}* and systematic.
The little ones were keen as briars and lively as crickets,
and their close attention and prompt and correct answers showed
how read}' they had been to receive knowledge and what pains
the teacher had taken to impart it. Such marked success must
be as flattering to the teacher as it is gratifying to her patrons.
Excepting a trifling error, the register was a model.
The people of the district all agree that the schools this term
have been the most orderl}', best conducted and most satisfactory
of any they have had for years. Most certainl}' I can commend
the progress made in the fullest sense of the term.
HIGHER DEPARTMENT. FALL TERM.
Same Teacher as in the summer.
Many of the absences were occasioned by sickness, and this
irregularity worked to the disadvantage of the school. The teach-
er apparently labored as earnestly and faithfully as last term, and
the scholars made good progress.
The grammar classes, one class in primary and two in inter-
mediate geography and one of the classes in primary arithmetic
passed the best examination. One of the grammar classes de-
serves special commendation. There was only one icholar in it.
He took each of the parts of speech, as far as he had been, and
told me all about them without question or suggestion from either
the teacher or myself, and the exercise in parsing which followed
showed that he knew what he wa<? talkin* about.
18
lu regard to the geography classes let me say, that when
you got your maps, etc., next year, I shall be very much disap-
pointed if I do uGt hear that they are the best, or among the best
in town.
I think there were too many classes in this school, and that
more could have been accomplished had the number been reduced
at least one-fourth.
Register, correct in every respect.
PRIMARY DEPARTMENT. FALL TERM.
Teacher, Miss Nellie E. Fifield.
The examination this teacher passed was a very good one,
and the scheol was like the examination. Wide awake and in-
ilustrious herself, she tolerates no idleness or inattention. She
worked with a will and a purpose, aiming only at what was for
the best interest of the scholars, and success crowned her efforts.
She found the school in an excellent condition, well organ-
izeil, well classitied and well disciplined, and carried it right
along. I commend her as an energetic and faithful teacher, wno
is not afraid of a hard day's work, and who can always be relied
on to do the very best she knows. I regard her as a successful
and eihcient teacher now, and shall expect to see her ranked with
the best when she has a little nure experience.
Her primer classes, one in primary aridimetic, and one in
the smaller geography, passed the best examination.
Register very neatly filled out, but not quite accurate.
No. 11. Tucker Mountain.
FALL TERM.
Teacher, Mrs. Lucy J. Aiken.
Five scholars is a very small school, and six weeks is a very
short term ; but I have seen a great deal less accomplished in
double that time.
I found the true metal here, and the ring of it was as clear
and unmistakable as that of a silver bell. The spirit of health-
ful and generous rivalry which existed among these scholars ban-
ished all thoughts of idleness, and kept them as busy as the fa-
bled hive. I never saw better attention or closer study.
1 could hardly ask for better recitations than those in men-
tal and national arithmetic. The latter deserves special com-
19
mendation. When the teacher tolJ me how far they li.id heen,
my first thought was that they could not know anything about
the subject ; but I spent more than an hour (juestioning them on
the general principles, and hearing their explanations of the va-
rious examples I gave them, and one or two slight mistakes were
all they made.
I wish some means might be devised by which this school
could have a proper supplj' of maps and as much again schooling.
I regard this as one of the best schools in town, of which the
district may well be proud, as I am. In the face of such a recom-
mendation as this, it is idle for me to tell of Mrs. Aiken's pa-
tience, industry and qualifications as a teacher.
Register, correct.
No. 12, Back Road.
SUMMER TERM.
Teacher, Miss Marcia F. Nelson.
Very little was accomplished this term, and it was not the
fanlt of the scholars.
The teacher is bright enough to do a great deal better, and
why she manifested so little interest is a mystery to me. I know
Miss Nelson is capable and can do well when she chooses, l)nt
am quite as certain that she failed this time.
One or two classes did quite creditably.
Register, incorrect.
FALL term.
Teacher, Eugene L. Emery.
The school was orderly, industrious and progressive, showing
a very marked contrast between this and last term. The scholars
manifested a good deal of interest in their recitations and in some
of them showed the material of which they were made. I regard
the school as a success.
The classes in intellectual arithmetic and grammar passed
the best examination.
Register, incorrect.
No. 13, Emery Road.
FALL TERM.
Teacher, Salina S. Sweatt.
I was very much disappointed in this school. The teacher
passed a creditable examination and I saw no reason why good
^0
progress might not be made, but when I examined the school 6-
Hallj% it was rery evident that little had been accomplished.
With one or two exceptions tl.e recitations were failures. I at
first thought this might be due to mj mode of asking questions
and so turned the classes over to the teacher, but she met with no
better success.
Register, incorrect.
No school in No. 9.
I give this report of the schools simplj to aid the Prudential
Committees in their sclectioos next year.
At the close of each term I classified my teachers, judging
from what thej accomplished iu their respective schools, and the
li?t can be seen by any one who desires to examine it.
PERSONAL.
The town has paid me $75, I hare spent for the benefit of
the school and for ray expenses in attending to the business a lit-
tle more than $35 ; hare travelled nearly 271 miles in visiting
them ; and have spent more than two months time in discharging
the duties of the office.
I make this note to show you that I have tried to earn my




Scholars whom (he teachers named as having been "the best,"
in department and attendance, and having made the most progiess.
Dist.
Roll of Merit.
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We would rospoctfuUyaiinonnCf'.that we shall opeu this spring an unusually attract-
ive Stock ot
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All at lair iiriccs. Wk are nwart that oftentimps readers of advertisements do not tind
tile wonderful bargains a.- represented. We beg leave to assert that it has besn and will
continue to be ouraiiii to annc.unce bargains which on inspection will subslantiatt; their
own exr-ellen' eas rei;*rd< quali'y and price.
We invite an cx-iininition ot our stonk and a compari-'On of prices.
FR.\XK L. MORRISON & CO . B>anklin Falls. N. H.
A. A. MARDEN, DENTIST,
Administers gas for the painless e.xtrac ion of teeth. All operations first-class and
at moderate prices. Olllce ovir F. L. MOKllTSON & CO'S STOUK,
Fii.VNKMN FVLl.i?,N. II.
Franklin Falls §u^aran(j Tea to!
te'MI Hati fiii®s At© Qrm t
We an; afterniincil to offer our Imuiensr Stock of
FIRST-CLASS TEAS,
Floiii- &. JPsLmily Groceries,
j^t LoM^er I»r*ices at R^etail
Thau can be (ound at any other Store in Merriu.ack Co. Oursule.sare
for cash and we wanf.
Coaii>are our prices with what you am paying aad you will easily
See How You Can Save Money :
s r* I c K s .






OOFFKES 12c, 25c, 20c & 35c per lb.
T F A S -•
Good Oolong, Japan and Mixed Teas 40c to 50c per lb.
Our 50c and 75c Teas are all of the choicest selection, and
warranted to give the utmost satisfaction.
FLOUR.
Hibbard's Best, Ex St. Louis. Pratt's Haxall, Finest Grade
of Patent Process Flours at very lowest cash prices.
Molasses and Syrups.
Sugars at Cost.
Grass >Seed, Bradley's S. P. of Lime, Plastar.
12 lbs Rice for 1.00. 10 to 20 Bars Soap. 1.00,
"8 lbs. Baisins, 1.00, 1 1-2 lbs. Best Tobacco, 1.00.
V2lbs. Soda, 1.00.
Best Kerosene Gil, Pork, Beans, Batter, Cheese, Eygss Fish, Etc.
LIBERAL DISCOUNT ON LARGE ORDERS
!
v.. W. SAWYER. Fu.vMCLiN F.vi.i.s, N. 11.
